
Pine Hills Neighborhood Association 
Quarterly Board Meeting  

Monday, December 12, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 

 
The Pine Hills Neighborhood Association, PHNA, held its 4th quarter board meeting on Monday, December 12, 
2016, at the home of Nancy Bliwise, 1155 Norwich Circle, Atlanta, Georgia.   
 

------------------------------------------ 
Attending:  Nancy Bliwise, President; Jenna Shulman, VP-Atlanta; Leslie Manaugh, VP-Brookhaven; Marie Tvaroch, 
Secretary; Michael Alexander, Security; Cassandra Qualls, Communications/Social; Bruce Williams, Creek/Stream 
Watch; Deanna Alexander, Special Projects/Events; Lisa Shekell, Communications/Social; John Tribble, Traffic-
Brookhaven; Al Martin, Historian; Val Shujaee, Communications/Social; Marty Rosenman, Traffic-Atlanta; Kyra Dupree, 
Parks/Environment 
 

Absent:  Greg Chevalier, Treasurer; Jerome “Jerry” Cooper, Zoning; Jean Cooper, Parks/Environment; Jerry 
Hajdusiewicz, Code Compliance; Dave Kaufman, Zoning; Carolyn Morton, Special Projects/Birdhaven Liaison; Amy 
White, Social; Keith Linch, Zoning; Ruth Read, Zoning; Jan Weyhenmeyer, Zoning; Peggy Witt, Zoning; Carolyn McClain, 
Communications/Social; Jarid Neff, Communications/Social; Jennifer Geller, Security; Kerry Witt, Past President; Marc 
Fagan, Zoning; Brad Kaplan, BCN Liaison; Will Hines, Neighborhood Watch 
 

Proxies:  Jerome “Jerry” Cooper, Zoning; Jean Cooper, Parks/Environment 
 

------------------------------------------ 
 

Call to Order:  President Nancy Bliwise opened the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
Quorum Established:  Yes.  Greater than 50% of nine (9) voting directors attended or sent proxies. 
Introductions:  President Bliwise introduced and welcomed Kyra Dupree as a new member of the 
Parks/Environment committee. 

 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS 
Nancy Bliwise established four (4) work groups that met separately to discuss and develop 2017 priorities in 
areas of Communications, Parks/Environment, Security, and the possible formation of a 5013C foundation.  A 
summary of the groups’ priorities and recommendations were reviewed later in the meeting. 

 
APPROVAL OF LAST MEETING MINUTES 
Secretary Marie Tvaroch made a call to formally approve the September 20, 2016, board meeting minutes: 

Motion:  By Michael Alexander to approve the September 20, 2016, PHNA board meeting minutes. 
Second:  By Al Martin. 
Vote:  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

Diversity Statement:  Nancy Bliwise reported that no written evidence has been brought forward regarding 
possible social bias discussed at the September board meeting; therefore, no formal action was taken.  
However, as committed, President Bliwise and Vice Presidents Shulman and Manaugh met to discuss and 
proposed the following Diversity Statement be adopted by PHNA: 
 

The Pine Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) is committed to creating a neighborhood environment 

that is inclusive as well as welcoming to and accepting of all people regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, genetics, socio-economic background, nationality, veteran status, 

disability, age, political affiliation or religious preference. PHNA recognizes that the community we serve 

is strengthened by diversity, which encompasses a range of human differences. A culture of inclusion puts 

diversity into action by leveraging differences to establish an environment of involvement, engagement 

and respect for others. 
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Motion:  By Al Martin to adopt the proposed PHNA Diversity Statement. 
Second:  By Leslie Manaugh. 
Vote:  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Communications/Social Chairperson:  Nancy Bliwise reported that Cassandra Qualls is stepping down as 
Communications/Social Chair to pursue other assignments and recommended Lisa Marie Shekell to fill this 
vacancy for the remainder of the term.   

Motion:  By Marty Rosenman to accept Lisa Marie Shekell to fill the vacancy of Communications Chair. 
Second:  By Al Martin. 
Vote:  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Annual Meeting:  President Bliwise confirmed that the annual meeting will be held Wednesday, January 11, 
2017, from 7 – 9 p.m. at Skyland Trail’s Fuqua Center.  An annual report will be represented.  Councilmen Gebbia 
and Shook will attend to discuss community issues, as will representatives from Atlanta and Brookhaven police 
departments.  Since a large attendance is expected, questions will be solicited in advance to help facilitate 
discussions and maximize time.  Members agreed more help and the ability to collect dues/make change is 
needed at the registration and sign-in tables. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Committee chairs and small group team leads summarized their discussions held earlier in the meeting:   
 

Security:  Led by Cassandra Qualls, the group discussed scheduling an open neighborhood meeting regarding 
security concerns as requested by residents in PHNA.  A communication person is needed to help promote 
and address security-related issues.  Testimonials will help drive participation in the patrol program.   
 

Communications/Social:  Chairperson Lisa Marie Shekell reported on refresh of PHNA logo, maintenance of 
the web site, and issues with printed versus electronic distribution of future newsletters.  Other distribution 
channel options were discussed, including installing newsletter boxes in the park and/or at doggie pot 
locations.  More volunteers are needed for this committee and plans are to recruit at the annual meeting.  A 
call was made to expend funds for signage needed to announce/promote the annual meeting. 

Motion:  By Michael Alexander to approve purchase of professional signage for the annual meeting. 
Second:  By Al Martin. 
Vote:  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Parks/Environment:  Led by Michael Alexander, this group reviewed 2017 ideas and priorities relative to the 
new Lenox Road Park, a dog park, a community garden, and Shady Valley Park.  Michael noted that the 
broken gate at the park has been reported to the city.  Greenspace on Norwich, at Saratoga, and at Buford 
and Shady Valley were reviewed and will be further addressed in 2017.  
 

Foundation/Funding Models:  Task group reviewed information gathered by Nancy Bliwise.  Given the 
requirements for establishing a 501-c-3 foundation (such as a board and staffing), fund-raising restrictions, 
and no need for a tax incentive, the group would not recommend formation of its own foundation at this 
time.  Rather, it may be more appropriate and beneficial to partner with an existing foundation or other 
funding model to ease administrative burden and capitalize on an established foundation’s resources and 
expertise. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business on the agenda or brought forth from the attendees, the meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Marie Tvaroch, Secretary 


