
Pine Hills Neighborhood Association 
Quarterly Board Meeting  

Tuesday, September 20, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 

 
The Pine Hills Neighborhood Association, PHNA, held its 3rd quarter board meeting on Tuesday, September 
20, 2016, at the home of Michael Alexander, 2829 West Roxboro, Atlanta, Georgia.   
 

------------------------------------------ 
Attending:  Nancy Bliwise, President; Jenna Shulman, VP-Atlanta; Marie Tvaroch, Secretary; Michael Alexander, 
Security; Jerome “Jerry” Cooper, Zoning; Cassandra Qualls, Communications; Jean Cooper, Parks; ; Jerry Hajdusiewicz, 
Code Compliance; Bruce Williams, Creek/Stream Watch; Deanna Alexander, Special Projects/Events; Lisa Shekell, 
Communications; Dave Kaufman, Zoning; John Tribble, Traffic-Brookhaven; Will Hines, Neighborhood Watch; Brad 
Kaplan, BCN Liaison; Al Martin, Historian; Val Shujaee, Communications; Marty Rosenman, Traffic-Atlanta 
 

Absent:  Greg Chevalier, Treasurer; Leslie Manaugh, VP-Brookhaven; Carolyn Morton, Special Projects/Birdhaven 
Liaison; Jarid Neff, Communications; Amy White, Social; Keith Linch, Zoning; Ruth Read, Zoning; Jan Weyhenmeyer, 
Zoning; Peggy Witt, Zoning; Carolyn McClain, Communications; Jennifer Geller, Security; Kerry Witt, Past President; 
Marc Fagan, Zoning 
 

------------------------------------------ 
 

Call to Order:  President Nancy Bliwise opened the meeting at approximately 7:09 p.m. 
Quorum Established:  Yes.  Sign-in sheet reflected greater than 50% of voting directors in attendance. 
Introductions:  Each attendee gave a brief introduction and clarification of his/her role. 
Approval of Last Meeting Minutes:  A call was made to formally approve the 5-26-2016 meeting minutes: 

Motion:  By Michael Alexander to approve the 5-26-2016 PHNA quarterly board meeting minutes. 
Second:  By Al Martin. 
Vote:  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
No report.  Treasurer Greg Chevalier was unable to attend, but e-mailed that PHNA financials are in good 
order.  He will forward a formal report soon.   

 
COMMITTEE AND TASK FORCE REPORTS 
 

Security:  Michael Alexander reported membership well over 200 now, funding 3-5 patrol hours per day.  He 
provided details on patrol cars and recent arrests.  Attendees explored ideas for more community outreach. 
 

Communications:  Cassandra Qualls gave updates on 1st newsletter, Lisa Shekell’s web site revamp, a new Pine 
Hills logo, formal presence on Next Door, and overall goals of connection and bringing greater value to residents.   
 

Zoning:  Jerry Cooper reported that the new Zoning Director of Atlanta visited Pine Hills.  Jerry gave updates on 
Pulte’s Stonehill and its fencing, the storage facility at Buford-Lenox, RG3 rezoning request for the corner of 
Buford/Shady Valley.  He reviewed “sidewalks to nowhere” issue on W. Roxboro.  As an act of goodwill, the 
builder has offered to put in a sidewalk from Shady Valley Park to the soccer fields at his own expense.  Pine Hills 
has had good representation at Brookhaven’s recent character study sessions.   
 

Neighborhood Watch:  Will Hines reintroduced himself and read into record his official report, which is attached 
to these minutes.  Efforts are underway to coordinate a neighborhood watch program, but it will not be a single 
program, instead organized on a street by street basis.  Will expressed concern over social bias in our area.  
Attendees noted that PHNA cannot be responsible for posts on Next Door.  Nancy Bliwise proposed this be 
discussed separately under New Business. 
 

Yard Sale:  Deanna Alexander reported 18 homes have registered thus far for the October 8 PHNA community 
yard sale.  It was noted that this date conflicts with schools’ Fall Break and residents asked that this be factored 
into planning for next year’s event.  It was also noted that the schools intend to change the date for next year. 
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Greenway:  Nancy Bliwise confirmed that Brookhaven’s Greenway route will be across Buford Highway (south 
side).  Maps will be changed.  Nancy noted the Zoning Committee was instrumental in affecting this change. 
 

Creekwatch:  Bruce Williams summarized his 9-19-2016 report on Indian Creek Flooding, which is entered into 
and attached to these minutes.  His report details serious stormwater flooding north of Ferncliff Road where 
three (3) branches of Indian Creek merge, affecting properties on both Ferncliff and Rockhaven Cir.  Various 
channel capacities need to be increased by enlarging/rebuilding channels to manage the volume of water.  Bruce 
requested board support to launch this project by approaching the City of Atlanta to begin a hydrology study. 
 

Motion:  By Al Martin to approve Bruce Williams and Dave Kaufmann to contact City of Atlanta on behalf 
of PHNA as a first step to launch this project. 
Second:  By Marty Rosenman. 
Vote:  The motion passed 8 – 0, with one (1) abstention. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

Bylaws:  A first draft of revisions to the PHNA Bylaws, as voted upon at the 5-26-2016 meeting, were distributed.  
Jenna Shulman, head of the task force, is reviewing and working appropriate members to finalize the revisions. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

PHNA Needs:  Nancy Bliwise reiterated our goal of inclusivity and need to address any social justice concerns. 
Nancy will work with VPs Jenna Shulman and Leslie Manaugh to develop recommendations to the board. 
 

Pet Waste:  It was agreed to install more bins and use volunteers to empty. 
 

Priorities and Small Group Discussions:  Nancy encouraged attendees to give thought to next priorities and 
ideas for small group discussions; e.g., do we need a Membership Chair, a liaison to school systems, a group 
dedicated to greenspace initiatives?  What about more large neighborhood events?   
 

Open Treasurer’s Position:  Due to his heavy travel schedule, Greg Chevalier will step down at year’s end. 
 

Code Enforcement:  Nancy reminded board and committee members of Jerry Hajdusiewicz’ Code 
Enforcement role (signs, abandoned cars, etc.) 
 

Security Meeting:  Nancy solicited input on whether to conduct another community-wide security meeting. 
 

King of Pops:  It was agreed to pursue King of Pops ice cream during October 8th yard sale. 
 

Funding Models:  Nancy introduced new movements in funding models for neighborhoods such as 501C3 
foundations, tapping into city systems for greater support and financial aid.  Expensive but worth exploring. 
 

Halloween Carnival:  Board will follow-up with Birdhaven Garden Club on the upcoming Halloween Carnival. 
 

Cameras:  We need to continue efforts; Bruce Williams has lead.  Cassandra Qualls offered to discuss 
programs with contacts at the Atlanta Police Foundation. 

 

New PHNA Logo:  Lisa Shekell will present cost of new logo for use in communications and promotions. 
 

Books:  Historian Al Martin advised people in area are writing history books on our areas, especially in 
Brookhaven.  Input requested.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business on the agenda or brought forth from the attendees, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Marie Tvaroch, Secretary 
Attachments (2)



 

Pine Hills Community Neighborhood Watch  

Report to Pine Hills Neighborhood Association Board Meeting  

September 20, 2016  

By Will Hines  

Update: Earlier this year I was asked by PHNA President to help  

coordinate an effort by PHNA to form a Neighborhood Watch in the  

Pine Hills Community. We are approaching these efforts on a street by  

street basis.  

Concerns: Late last year and twice this year I have meet with top level,  

long serving PHNA Board members to discuss the efforts and method of  

organizing a community Neighborhood Watch. At each of these  

meetings I have voiced a concern about how some in the community  

view a person of minority race walking in public roadways as a threat  

solely based on the color of their skin. Some have cited the tragic  

murder of a Pine Hills resident by Brian Nicols, a black man. The people  

who take this view are judging all black people due to the actions of  

one person. This view is wrong and violates the rights of all our  

minority neighbors and persons traveling the public roadways in our  

community. Please understand U.S. Code Title 18 Part 1 chapter 13  

Code 241- Conspiracy Against Rights.  

Is Pine Hills Neighborhood Association in violation of section 241 by  

embracing the idea that all black people pose a threat to our  

community solely due to their race?  

  



 

Recommendations: I feel that we need to review our thoughts and  

statements on what poses a threat to our community. The PHNA Board  

members that have made these statements need to have this  

discussion with the community as a whole and include our Brookhaven  

City and City of Atlanta Officials. It is imperative that PHNA respect the  

Constitutional Rights of all people, leading our community with equity  

and fairness as a guiding principle in all actions. I would like to thank  

Bruce Williams for his efforts in the organization of a NW program for  

our community and his understanding of the need to judge people as a  

threat to the community on their individual actions and behavior and  

not by race. Thank you Bruce, you are a very dedicated Pine Hills  

leader.  

Going Forward: If I could be of assistance in helping form Neighborhood  

Watch on your street please contact me. Will Hines -  

whinesir81@yahoo.com or 404-261-6926.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Report of the Creekwatch Committee of Pine Hills Neighborhood Association 

September 20, 2016 

Indian Creek Flooding 

Flooding problems in the sections of Indian Creek upstream of Ferncliff Road appear to have worsened recently. This 

report focuses on those sections, examining the causes of the flooding and suggesting solutions and an action plan to 

solve them. 

Indian Creek Basin 

Indian Creek is a tributary of North Peachtree Creek. It has a number of branches several of which begin as springs be-

low Peachtree Ridge, i.e, Peachtree Road. These headwaters streams merge into one of three main branches. The three 

branches of Indian Creek enter Pine Hills from the north at three points: from under the Norfolk-Southern railroad tracks 

near the Lenox MARTA station, from under Roxboro Road near the Sunrise retirement home in Lenox Park, and from 

under Roxboro Road just north of the East/West Roxboro Road intersection. These three branches converge between 

Rockhaven Circle and Ferncliff Road to form the main branch of Indian Creek that flows into North Peachtree Creek at 

Buford Highway. (See attached map.) Flooding occurs between each of these entry points into the neighborhood and 

Ferncliff Road. 

The branch that runs from Roxboro Road to Rockhaven Circle between Kenmare Hall and the properties on the inside of 

Rockhaven Circle floods the empty lot between 3413 and 3437 Rockhaven Circle (Photo 1) but this is not a threat to resi-

dences. 

The branch that runs from under the railroad tracks constitutes the rear property line of several houses (3488, 3482 and 

3476) on the outside of Rockhaven Circle. After going through a City of Atlanta right-of-way (for an extension of Fern-

cliff Place that was never built) it goes through the front yards of 3466, 3458, 3450, and 3440 Rockhaven Circle and 

merges with the branch that goes under Rockhaven Circle. This section merges with the branch that goes under Roxboro 

Road and through the back yards of houses on West Roxboro and through the front yards of houses on Ferncliff. The 

confluence is just upstream of the culvert under Ferncliff Rd. 

There are two separate causes of flooding in these sections. In the section downstream of the railroad tracks, flooding is 

caused by constrictions in the channel, including several driveway bridges. Immediately upstream of Ferncliff Road, the 

flooding is due to constriction of the flow by the culvert under Ferncliff. 

Between the culvert under the railroad (Photo 2) and the northern property line of 3466 Rockhaven, the creek runs 

through a natural stream bed about 12 feet wide. For several hundred feet downstream of the culvert under the tracks, the 

streambed is relatively clear of rocks. (Photo 3) It then is obstructed by large rocks (Photo 4) until it reaches the property 

line at 3466. At that point, the stream enters a rock wall channel (Photo 5) that narrows from 12 feet to about 8 feet just 

before a driveway bridge. There is a culvert under the bridge that is about 5-1/2 feet wide and 4 feet tall. (Photo 6) The 

next two properties downstream (3458 and 3450) have similar driveway bridges. (Photo 7) 

Flooding occurs due to the narrow the rock wall channel and the culverts under the driveway bridges. During a recent 

thunderstorm, floodwaters entered the front yards of 3466 and 3458 (Photo 8) and the front, side and back yards of 3450 

and 3440. (Photos 9, 10 & 11) 

The flooding upstream of Ferncliff Road affects the two properties on Ferncliff on either side of stream (1090 and 1114) 

(Photo 12) as well as 3440 Rockhaven Circle. The obvious cause of the stormwater backup is the inadequate size of the 

culvert under Ferncliff. 

Proposed Solutions 

1. The solution to the flooding on Rockhaven Circle is to increase the channel capacity by widening and/or deepening 

the rock wall channel and rebuilding the driveway bridges so that they do not restrict stormwater flow. 

2. The solution to flooding upstream of Ferncliff Road is to increase the size of the culverts under the road or construct a 

bridge to replace the roadbed and culverts. 



 

Approach 

A project of this size is complex and will require approval by the Army Corps of Engineers, the Georgia Environmental 

Protection Division and the City of Atlanta. A hydrology study to calculate the flows during precipitation events of 

various severity, i.e. 10, 20, 50 and 100-year storms, will be required. A study of stream bed capacity using the Corps 

of Engineers Hydrologic Engineering Center's River Analysis System (HEC-RAS) will also be required. Part of this 

analysis will be the downstream impact of alleviating the flooding in this section. 

Martin Shields, the hydrologist we engaged to do the peer review of the City Place Hydrology sturdy, has 

recommended that we start by contacting the City of Atlanta Department of Watershed Management. We will need 

them to understand the problem and support a HEC-RAS study as a first step to solving our flooding problems. 

Bruce Williams 

Chair, Creekwatch Committee 



 

 

Indian Creek Branches — Northern Pine Hills 
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